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Dear Neighbors, 

Summer has officially arrived in Oswego, bringing with it longer days, 
community celebrations and countless opportunities to connect with 
friends, family and neighbors. From festivals to outdoor dining and 
evenings along the river, this season is one of the many reasons we are 
proud to call Oswego home. 

Thank you to everyone who joined us for another successful Wine on the 
Fox. Events like this showcase the spirit of our community and would not 
be possible without the incredible support of our volunteers, sponsors, 
vendors and Village staff, along with our police, fire and public works 
teams who help make these events safe and enjoyable for everyone. 

This summer also marks continued progress on several important infrastructure projects throughout 
the Village. While construction can sometimes create temporary inconveniences, these investments 
are helping improve safety, traffic flow and long-term connectivity throughout Oswego as we continue 
planning for the future. 
 
Please continue supporting our local businesses this summer. Whether you are shopping downtown, 
dining locally or attending community events, your support makes a meaningful difference to the 
businesses that help shape Oswego’s character and charm. 

There is no shortage of excitement ahead this season. Venue 1012 continues to offer family-friendly 
events. I also encourage residents to join us for the Oswego250 celebration on July 4 at Prairie Point 
Park as we commemorate America’s 250th anniversary with a day of community pride, festivities and 
celebration.  

Summer is ultimately about community. Neighbors coming together, families spending time outdoors and 
creating moments that remind us why Oswego continues to be such a welcoming and vibrant place to 
call home. 

On behalf of the Village Board, I wish you a safe, relaxing and memorable summer. I look forward to seeing 
you around town in the months ahead.

Ryan Kauffman 
Oswego Village President 

FROM THE VILLAGE PRESIDENT
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REGISTER TO VOTE
Need to register to vote? Several Village Hall employees are certified voter registrars and are available to 
assist residents Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 
Additional voter information is available on the Kendall County Election and Voter Information webpage or by 
calling the Kendall County Clerk’s Office at 630-553-4104. 
Learn more: www.oswegoil.org/voting

HISTORIC PROPERTY
HIGHLIGHT: SEARS 
AND OTHER KIT 
HOMES OF OSWEGO
Sears and other kit homes have been a large part of the 
Oswego community since their inception in the early 20th 
century. A kit home is a predesigned house with all parts for the 
structure included in the purchase. These became a mainstay 
of homeowners in the United States during the first half of 
the 20th century for their variability, compact nature, and 
cost effectiveness. Most of these kit homes took the forms of 
“bungalows.” 

As early as 1895, Sears began circulating their building materials 
catalog, which included lumber and hardware among other 
building elements. Though Sears marketed many kit homes 
throughout the 20th century, the company did not begin the 
trend of kit-built bungalows.  In 1903 two California brothers, 
Charles and Henry Greene of Pasadena, jumpstarted the kit home trend after designing the “ultimate 
bungalow.” In 1908, Sears published The Book of Modern Homes and Building Plans, which allowed customers 
to shop for detailed kit home prices, layouts, and building materials. Sears delivered most kit home materials 
via boxcar to the nearest railroad depot and gave customers 24-48 hours to unload the materials and 
transport them to the building site, usually by horse-drawn wagon or truck.  

In total, eight major companies sold kit homes 
throughout the 20th century, although Sears 
produced the majority of kit homes built in Oswego. 
The Oswego Historic Preservation Commission has 
identified at least one “Claremont,” “Fairy,” “Hampton,” 
“Olivia,” “Parkside,” and “Selby” home in Oswego, but 
there may be others. In addition to Sears’ kit homes, 
two of Montgomery Ward’s Wardway houses and 
an Aladdin kit home, known as a “Pasadena,” have 
been identified within Oswego.  The Village’s largest 
collection of Sears and other kit homes can be found 
on Douglas Street south of S. Madison Street.  

To authenticate if you own a Sears kit home you 
should: check for stamped lumber with Sears 
markings in the basement or attic, examine plumbing 
fixtures for “SR” or “Sears” branding, compare your 
house plan to Sears catalogs, research old building 
permits and deeds, and consult local historical records or a Sears home expert to verify the design and 
construction details. 
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CONSTRUCTION & CAPITAL PROJECTS
Summer Construction & Capital Projects Update 
 
This construction season, residents will see progress on several major projects designed to improve 
infrastructure, transportation, utilities, and community amenities throughout Oswego. Here’s a look at what’s 
happening around the Village this summer and beyond. 
 
Building for Oswego’s Future 
 
Construction has begun on the new Public Works Facility at 100 Theodore Drive. As Oswego has grown, the 
current facility has outgrown its space. The new building will provide expanded office space, indoor storage 
for equipment and vehicles, and improved operational efficiency to better serve residents for years to 
come. Construction is expected to continue through fall 2027. 
 
Downtown improvements are also underway. The Village is moving forward with the Downtown Silo 
Lighting & Parking Project, which will add decorative lighting to the silos on South Adams Street and create 
approximately 25 new parking spaces nearby. In addition, new electric vehicle charging stations are nearly 
complete downtown, with chargers located near Hudson Crossing and on South Harrison Street. 
 
Roadway & Streetscape Improvements 
 
Several roadway projects are planned this year to improve traffic flow, safety and accessibility. 
 
The largest transportation project is the Wolfs Crossing & Douglas Road Roundabout. This project includes 
roadway widening, a new roundabout, sidewalks, and a multi-use path to better accommodate future 
growth and improve travel through the area. 
 
The Village’s Annual Road Maintenance Program is also underway and includes resurfacing, curb and 
sidewalk repairs, ADA ramp upgrades, and drainage improvements in neighborhoods throughout Oswego. 
Residents can view project locations and schedules on the Village website. 
 
Downtown, the South Harrison Streetscape Project will continue revitalization efforts with reconstructed 
roadways, improved landscaping, additional accessibility upgrades, on-street parking, and flexible gathering 
spaces designed to support outdoor dining and future community events. 
 
Water & Sewer Infrastructure Improvements 
 
Oswego continues investing in critical underground infrastructure to improve reliability and prepare for 
future growth. 
 
This year, Phase 1 of the Main Street Water Main Replacement Project will replace aging water lines—some 
nearly 100 years old—with larger, modern water mains in portions of Main Street, Madison, Douglas, Maple, 
and Judson. Additional work in nearby neighborhoods will continue into 2027. 
 
The Village is also completing annual sanitary sewer rehabilitation work in several areas to improve system 
performance and reduce future maintenance needs. 
 
Earlier this spring, construction was completed on the Wolfs Crossing Water Main Project, helping expand 
water infrastructure in growing areas of the community.

Additional Community Improvements 
 
Residents will also see several smaller quality-of-life projects throughout the Village this year, including:

•	 Happy Tails Dog Park 2.0 — a future 2-acre dog park near Cole Avenue
•	 Seal coating of 8.5 miles of Village maintained bike paths
•	 Village Hall parking lot improvements and ADA accessibility upgrades
•	 Security upgrades at water and pump station facilities throughout the Village

As construction continues throughout the community, the Village appreciates residents’ patience 
and cooperation during these important improvements. For updates, project maps, and construction 
information, visit the Village website.

Construction is progressing on multiple segments of the regional water transmission system, including 
work along Book Road, the ComEd corridor, and future connections throughout Oswego. Three receiving 
stations are also planned within the Village at Ogden Falls, Cole Avenue, and Tuscany Trails. 
 
These projects are part of Oswego’s transition from groundwater to a more sustainable Lake Michigan 
water supply for the future.  Don’t miss a drop: www.waterlinkpipeline.com

LAKE MICHIGAN CONNECTION FINANCING
In preparation for upcoming costs related to the connection to Lake Michigan, the Village plans to close 
on a federal loan through the EPA’s Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) in the near 
future. This loan can cover up to 49% of the project cost. Additionally, the Village plans to issue tax 
exempt municipal bonds this summer.   

The new 2025 Water Quality Report is now available, and Oswego residents can continue to feel confident 
about the water flowing from their taps. 
 
The report outlines the Village’s continued commitment to providing safe, reliable drinking water that 
meets (and exceeds) all state and federal quality standards. 
 
Oswego’s water system also recently received an exceptional rating from the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency following a comprehensive evaluation, with additional recognition for outstanding facility 
maintenance and the professionalism of our Public Works team. 
 
View the full 2025 Water Quality Report, including important water system information and reporting 
details, at: www.oswegoil.org/waterquality

WATER QUALITY REPORT

Transition to Lake Michigan Water 
 
One of the most significant long-term infrastructure investments underway is the WaterLink Project, which 
will bring Lake Michigan water to Oswego, Montgomery and Yorkville.
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PUBLIC WORKS SEASONAL REMINDERS Water Conservation 

Our current source of water is a deep underground reservoir.  According to the Illinois Office of Water 
Resources, water is being withdrawn twice as fast as it is being replenished.  As we transition our water 
source to DuPage Water Commission, we all need to take steps to use water efficiently. The Village 
enforces the following regulations that limit when residents use Village-distributed water for sprinkling/
automatic water systems.

Follow these watering restrictions: 
•	 Even-numbered street addresses may sprinkle on even calendar dates: 

4-9 a.m. and 6-9 p.m.
•	 Odd numbered street addresses may sprinkle on odd calendar dates;   

4-9 a.m. and 6-9 p.m.
•	 All non-addressed properties, including but not limited to subdivision entrances, may water on 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays; 4-9 a.m. and 6-9 p.m.

Automatic watering of trees and shrubs with root feeders within the drip line of the tree or shrub 
follows the same even/odd restrictions.

There are no restrictions when using a hand-held device to water gardens, trees, shrubs or other plants.

Planting sod, grass seed or new landscaping is prohibited in July and August. Property owners or 
residents who want to continuously water a newly seeded, slit-seeded or sodded area of more than 10 
square yards must get a water permit at Village Hall or Public Works. This permit is free. Violators will be 
fined. 

When filling a swimming pool, use the even/odd schedule. Fire hydrant water is not permitted. With new 
pools where filling time may exceed the conservation limits, a free permit for continuous water use is 
required. 
If you have questions, call Public Works at 630-554-3242.

The Village offers free brush collection throughout the growing season by zone. See the box for brush 
collection zones. 

Restrictions 

Brush is defined as tree and bush branches less than 5 inches in diameter. Crews will not pick up logs, 
wood, root balls, cuttings or grass clippings as these will clog and possibly damage the machines. 

If you place materials out too early, or include unacceptable items, an orange tag will be placed on 
your door indicating the reason. 

Collection Guidelines 

Place all brush at the curb by 7 a.m. on Monday morning of the designated week, but no earlier than 
noon the Friday before. Public Works trucks will pass through an area once and will not return for 
brush placed after the deadline. Place unbundled brush parallel or perpendicular to the street in neat 
bundles with all cut ends facing the same direction.  

Do not put brush in the street, in a container, or pile brush higher than four feet.  

The Village does not accept landscaping waste, tree branches, or tree removals as a result of 
contracted work or large-scale tree-trimming or removal. Crews will not remove brush from 
commercial, industrial or other non-residential properties. For more information visit:  
www.oswegoil.org/brush

Zone A
July 6
October 5

Zone B
July 13
October 12

ZONE COLLECTION DATES

Zone A includes all properties east of the Fox River and north 
of Route 34, as well as properties west of the Fox River and 
north of Mill Road. 

Zone B includes all properties east of the Fox River and 
south of Route 34, as well as properties west of the Fox River 
and south of Mill Road. 

View the list of neighborhoods by zone:  
www.oswegoil.org/brush

BRUSH COLLECTION ZONES

Proper Brush Pile

Improper Brush Pile

Trash Collection Delay 

Groot Industries will not pick up residential trash and 
recycling on September 7 in observance of Labor Day.  For 
more information, please see the Village website: 
www.oswegoil.org/waste The Oswego Public Works team during the new Public Works Facility groundbreaking. 
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
The Village ‘s Economic Development Department promotes a vibrant local economy by removing barriers 
and offering resources to help businesses open and grow in Oswego to create high-quality economic 
opportunities and a better quality of life for our residents. Please support our local businesses to help keep 
our tax dollars in our community. 

Looking for more economic development information? Check out our page: www.oswegoil.org/ED

Beery Heating & Cooling, March 2026 Business of the Month

Business of the Month 
 
March 2026 
Beery Heating & Cooling 
76 Main St.  

April 2026
DeMont Guitars 
26 Main St.

Now Open 
 
Cozy Haus Furniture
2406 Rt. 34

The Travel Bug
116 Main St.  

Coming Soon 
 
Bay 54 
57 Main St. 
 
Billy Bricks Wood Fire Pizza 
5 S. Madison St.

Cold Stone Creamery
2942 Rt. 34

Coming Later 
 
Dutch Bros Coffee 
Rt. 34 & Ogden Falls Blvd. 

HomeGoods
410 Fifth St.

Trader Joe’s
1930 Rt. 34 

DeMont Guitars, April 2026 Business of the Month

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
As Oswego celebrates America’s 250th birthday in 2026, 
the Village is inviting residents and visitors to be part of a 
special hometown celebration filled with community spirit, 
entertainment and patriotic pride. 
 
Mark your calendars for the Oswego250 Fourth of July 
Celebration on July 4, from 3:30 to 9 p.m. at Prairie Point Park, 
4120 Plainfield Road. This year’s event will bring together family 
fun, local history, live entertainment and one of the area’s most 
anticipated fireworks shows. 
 
Throughout the afternoon and evening, guests can enjoy live 
performances from DJ Suavesmooth, Take Note Quartet, the American Legion Band and Superfly 
Symphony. Families can explore the KidzZone featuring free activities including laser tag, archery tag, 
gaga ball and more, while magic shows throughout the day add even more fun for all ages. 
 
The celebration will also honor Oswego’s rich history with historical displays and memorabilia, 
including highlights from the iconic Oswego Drag Strip. Car enthusiasts won’t want to miss the 
Oswego250 Car Show hosted by the Fox Valley Cruisers, featuring a wide variety of classic vehicles. 
 
Food vendors and local favorites will be on-site throughout the event serving everything from 
barbecue and pizza to sweet treats and summer snacks. 
 
The evening will conclude with a special fireworks show choreographed to music beginning shortly 
after 9 p.m. as the community comes together to celebrate both Independence Day and Oswego’s 
place in America’s 250-year story. 
 
Learn more about Oswego250 and upcoming celebration details: www.oswegoil.org/Oswego250

MOVIES UNDERMOVIES UNDER
THE STARSTHE STARS
MOVIES UNDER
THE STARS

2026 LINEUP:
June 25: Zootopia 2

July 30: Hoppers

Sept. 26: The
Nightmare Before
Christmas

Bring a blanket, grab
your crew and enjoy a
night at the movies
under the open sky. Join
us this summer for free
family-friendly films at
Venue 1012.         

www.Venue1012.com

This year’s Wine on 
the Fox marked a 
special milestone as 
the community came 
together to celebrate the 
event’s 20th anniversary 
along the beautiful Fox 
River. From award-
winning wines and live 
entertainment to local 
food and unforgettable 
memories, the weekend 
once again showcased 
the spirit and hospitality 
that make Oswego such a 
special place. 
 

A sincere thank you goes out to our presenting 
sponsor, john greene Realtor, for helping make 
this year’s celebration possible, along with 
the many volunteers, vendors, wineries and 
attendees who have supported Wine on the Fox 
over the past two decades. 
 
As we toast to 20 incredible years, we’re already 
looking ahead to what’s next. We can’t wait to 
raise a glass with you again next spring!

A TOAST TO 20 YEARS



630.554.1010 • oswegolandparkdistrict.org

PLAY OSWEGOLAND
FIND YOUR PLACE TO

66 PARKS | 1301 ACRES OF PARK LAND | 20+ MILES OF TRAILS 

GOLF COURSE | AQUATIC PARK | HISTORICAL MUSEUM

shop local
shop fresh

downtown oswego
JUNE 7 - SEPT 27
SUNDAYS 9AM-1PM
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COMMUNITY CORNER

SAFETY STARTS AT HOME
 
The Oswego Fire Protection 
District works every day to 
keep our community safe, not 
only during emergencies, but 
before they happen.
 
Through fire prevention, 
inspections, smoke detector education, emergency 
preparedness, and public outreach, we help reduce 
risk and protect lives throughout the Village of 
Oswego and surrounding area.
 
Have questions about home safety or 
preparedness?
 
We’re here to help.

Follow us on Facebook: 
@OswegoFireProtectionDistrict

Learn more: www.oswegofire.com

Oswego Fire…your partner in community safety.

OPD: CONNECTING WITH OUR COMMUNITY

Electric bikes, e-scooters and 
other motorized devices are 
becoming increasingly popular 
throughout the community. To 
help keep riders, pedestrians and 
drivers safe, Illinois law outlines 
general operating rules, while the 
Village’s local ordinance provides 
additional guidance on where 
and how these devices may be 
used within our Village. 
 
Whether you’re riding for fun, 
transportation or recreation, it’s 
important to understand the 
rules of the road and shared 
paths. 

Learn about rider responsibilities, 
safety considerations and local 
guidelines:  
www.oswegoil.org/ebikes

June 10: Law Enforcement Torch Run for Special Olympics Region C: Kendall County Edition Final 
Leg Torch Run. This is an event where law enforcement personnel from across Kendall County get 
together to run the Flame of Hope towards its final destination at the Summer Games in Bloomington, 
Illinois.  

June 28: Run, Ruck, Walk at Hudson Crossing Park at 8 a.m. This is the first of a three-part series 
where community members come together to run, ruck, or walk in support of our Veteran community. 
We’ll have several organizations on site that provide valuable services to local Veterans. Join us for 4.5 
miles along the Fox River Trail!
The series continues on July 19 and concludes on August 23. Be sure to follow us on Facebook for 
more information and event updates.

August 1: Five-O Racing at the Grundy County Speedway! That’s right! We’re bringing back the Five-O 
Racing team! The Oswego Police Department has partnered up with the Oswego Fire Department to 
raise money and awareness for Special Olympics Illinois Athletes. Your very own first responders will 
be racing in this event! Come join us for a fun night of racing. Racing starts at 6:30 p.m., stands open 
at 4 p.m. 

RIDE SMART  
THIS SUMMER
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Administration
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Kevin Leighty Economic Development Director
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Rod Zenner Development Services Director

Oswego News is the official newsletter of 
the Village of Oswego, published quar-
terly and mailed to more than 16,000 
Oswego postal customers. Please direct 
comments, suggestions and questions to:  

Lisset Padilla
Communications Manager

lpadilla@oswegoil.org 
 

Departments
Administration 630-551-2360
Building & Permits 630-554-2310
Development Services 630-554-3622
Economic Development 630-551-2335
Finance 630-554-0864
Police (Non-Emergency) 630-551-7300
Public Works 630-554-3242
Utility/Water Billing 630-554-2282
Village Clerk 630-554-3259

On the cover: Fireworks at Prairie Point Park. 
Photo credit: Kristie Vest 
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5 & 6 - Oswego Community Yard Sale:  
www.oswegoil.org/yardsale 

9 - Village Board Committee of the Whole meets at 6 p.m. 
followed by the Board meeting at 7 p.m. at Village Hall. View 
agendas, live streams and recordings of meetings:  
www.oswegoil.org/watch 

23 - Village Board Committee of the Whole meets at 6 p.m. 
followed by the Board meeting at 7 p.m. at Village Hall 

25 - Movies Under the Stars: Zootopia 2  
www.Venue1012.com | Free event

3 - Village offices closed in observance of Independence Day 
 
4 - Oswego250 Celebration & Fireworks 
www.oswegoil.org/Oswego250 | Prairie Point Park 

6 - Brush collection in Zone A begins 
www.oswegoil.org/Brush 

13 - Brush collection in Zone B begins 
www.oswegoil.org/Brush 

14 - Village Board Committee of the Whole meets at 6 p.m. 
followed by the Board meeting at 7 p.m. at Village Hall 

30 - Movies Under the Stars: Hoppers 
www.Venue1012.com | Free event 

3 - Village Board Committee of the Whole meets at 6 p.m. 
followed by the Board meeting at 7 p.m. at Village Hall 

4 - National Night Out 

8 - VetFest 141 Foundation: 7th Heaven & School of Rock 
Oswego | www.Venue1012.com 
This event is not produced, organized or funded by the Village 
of Oswego. 

18 - Village Board Committee of the Whole meets at 6 p.m. 
followed by the Board meeting at 7 p.m. at Village Hall.  

100 Parkers Mill 
Oswego, IL 60543 

Find more event details on 
our website: 
www.oswegoil.org/calendar


